
Saint William’s Catholic Primary School 

History skills progression  

 
Chronology Events, People and Changes 

Interpretation, Enquiry and Using 

Sources 
Communication Vocabulary 

Year 
1 

Recognise the distinction between 
past and present. 
Order and sequence some familiar 
events and objects. 
Identify some similarities and 
differences between ways of life at 
different times. 
Use some everyday terms about 
the passing of time such as 'a long 
time ago' and 'before'. 

Retell some events from beyond 
their living memory which are 
significant nationally or globally.  
Describe some changes within 
their living memory (including 
aspects of national life where 
appropriate). 

Make simple observations about 
different people, events, beliefs 
and communities. 
Use sources to answer simple 
questions about the past. 
Identify some of the basic ways in 
which the past can be 
represented. 
Choose parts of stories and other 
sources to show what they know 
about the past. 
 

Describe special or significant 
events. 
Retell simple stories or events 
from the past. 
Use simple historical terms.  

Year, decade, century, ancient, 
modern, long ago, timeline, date 
order, similar, different, living 
memory, remembers, inventions, 
grandparents’ time, the older 
generation, memories, opinion, 
artefact What…? When…? 
Where…? 

Year 
2 

Order and sequence events and 
objects. 
Recognise that their own lives are 
similar and / or different from the 
lives of people in the past. 
Use common words and phrases 
concerned with the passing of 
time. 

Demonstrate awareness of the 
lives of significant individuals in 
the past who have contributed to 
national and international 
achievements.  
Develop awareness of significant 
historical events, people and 
places in their own locality. 
 

Ask and answer simple questions 
about the past through observing 
and handling a range of sources. 
Consider why things may change 
over time. 
Recognise some basic reasons why 
people in the past acted as they 
did. 
Choose parts of stories and other 
sources to show what they know 
about significant people and 
events. 
 

Talk about what / who was 
significant in simple historical 
accounts.  
Demonstrate simple historical 
concepts and events through role-
play, drawing and writing. 
Use a variety of simple historical 
terms and concepts. 

Anachronism, chronological order, 
era/period, The Tudors, The 
Stuarts, The Gunpowder Plot, 
Parliament, King James, Guy 
Fawkes, treason, The Great Fire of 
London, Samuel Pepys, 
Christopher Wren, St Paul’s 
Cathedral, explorers, Columbus, 
Armstrong, impact, significant, 
brave, pioneer, Atlantic Ocean, 
space, rocket, moon landing, 
memorial, evidence, Why…? 
Historians, experts, detective 

Year 
3 

Use some dates and historical 
terms when ordering events and 
objects. 
Demonstrate awareness that the 
past can be divided into different 
periods of time. 
Explore trends and changes over 
time. 

Describe and give reasons for 
some of the changes in Britain 
from the Stone Age to the Iron 
Age. 
Describe some aspects of the 
Roman Empire and recognise its 
impact on Britain. 
Demonstrate knowledge of 
aspects of history significant in 
their locality. 
 

Use sources to address historically 
valid questions. 
Recognise that our knowledge of 
the past is constructed from 
different sources of evidence. 
Recognise that different versions 
of past events may exist. 
Describe some of the ways the 
past can be represented. 

Discuss some historical events, 
issues, connections and changes. 
Select and organise historical 
information to present in a range 
of ways. 
Use relevant historical terms and 
vocabulary linked to chronology. 

B.C.E, C.E, B.C, A.D, millennium, 
Stone Age, Iron Age, Celts, 
Neolithic, Bronze Age, Skara Brae, 
hunter-gatherer, Stonehenge, hill 
forts, Britons, nomad/nomadic, 
Boudicca, Romans, invasion, 
civilisation, Emperor, Caesar, 
republic, empire, army/soldiers, 
resistance, conquest, revolt, 
outpost, colony, gods/goddesses, 
archaeologist, archaeology, legacy, 
myths and legends 

 
 



Year 
4 

Use dates and historical terms 
when ordering events and objects. 
Identify where people and events 
fit into a chronological framework. 
Explore links and contrasts within 
and across different periods of 
time. 
 

Describe and compare some of the 
characteristic features and 
achievements of the earliest 
civilisations including where and 
when they appeared. 
Demonstrate more in-depth 
knowledge of one specific 
civilisation e.g. Ancient Egypt. 
Demonstrate knowledge of an 
aspect or theme in British History 
that extends their chronological 
knowledge beyond 1066. 

Use sources to address historically 
valid questions and hypotheses. 
Recognise how sources of 
evidence are used to make 
historical claims. 
Recognise why some events 
happened and what happened as a 
result. 
Identify historically significant 
people and events in different 
situations. 

Discuss significant aspects of, and 
connections between, different 
historical events. 
Select and organise relevant 
historical information to present in 
a range of ways. 
Use relevant and appropriate 
historical terms and vocabulary 
linked to chronology. 

Ancient Greece, The Ancient 
Greeks, The Saxons, The Vikings, 
The Dark Ages, Middle Ages, 
empire, settlers, migration, Roman 
withdrawal, kingdoms, 
settlements, conversion, 
Christianity, raids, Danegeld, 
Sparta, Athens, culture, 
achievements, democracy, impact, 
effects, consequences, change, 
continuity, cause/s, infer, 
historian, first hand evidence, 
second hand evidence  

Year 
5 

Use dates and appropriate 
historical terms to sequence 
events and periods of time. 
Identify where people, places and 
periods of time fit into a 
chronological framework. 
Describe links and contrasts within 
and across different periods of 
time including short-term and 
long-term time scales. 

Describe some aspects of Britain’s 
settlement by Anglo-Saxons and 
Scots. 
Demonstrate knowledge of 
Ancient Greece including Greek life 
and achievements and their 
influence on the western world. 
Describe key aspects of a non-
European society such as the early 
Islamic civilisation.  

Use a wider range of sources as a 
basis for research to answer 
questions and to test hypotheses. 
Recognise how our knowledge of 
the past is constructed from a 
range of sources. 
Evaluate sources and make simple 
inferences. 
Choose relevant sources of 
evidence to support particular 
lines of enquiry. 
 

Discuss and debate historical 
issues. 
Use appropriate vocabulary when 
discussing and describing historical 
events. 
Construct responses to historical 
questions and hypotheses that 
involve selection and organisation 
of relevant historical information 
including dates and terms. 
Choose relevant ways to 
communicate historical findings. 
 

The Georgians, World War I, World 
War II, nation, monarchy, 
execution, turning point, The 
Tudors, The Pope, divorce, The 
Reformation, monasteries, Ancient 
Egypt, Ancient Egyptians, The Nile, 
first civilisations, North Africa, 
flood, fertile, agriculture, tomb, 
Pharaoh, pyramid, Tutankhamun, 
The Victorians, The Industrial 
Revolution, child labour, 
mills/factories, reformers, 
legislation, slums, epidemics 

Year 
6 

Use dates and a wide range of 
historical terms when sequencing 
events and periods of time. 
Develop chronologically secure 
knowledge of the events and 
periods of time studied. 
Analyse links and contrasts within 
and across different periods of 
time including short-term and 
long-term time scales. 
 
 

Describe aspects of the Viking and 
Anglo-Saxon struggle for the 
Kingdom of England in the time of 
Edward the Confessor. 
Demonstrate knowledge of an 
aspect or theme in British history 
that extends their chronological 
knowledge beyond 1066. 

Regularly address and sometimes 
devise historically valid questions 
and hypotheses. 
Give some reasons for contrasting 
arguments and interpretations of 
the past. 
Describe the impact of historical 
events and changes. 
Recognise that some events, 
people and changes are judged as 
more significant than others. 

Acknowledge contrasting evidence 
and opinions when discussing and 
debating historical issues. 
Use appropriate vocabulary when 
discussing, describing and 
explaining historical events. 
Construct informed responses to 
historical questions and 
hypotheses that involve thoughtful 
selection and organisation of 
relevant historical information 
including appropriate dates and 
terms. 
Choose the most appropriate way 
of communicating different 
historical findings. 
 

Trench, war, recruit, alliance, Blitz, 
Home Front, morale, democracy, 
Parliament, vote, suffrage, Native 
Americans, stereotype, diversity, 
traditional view, attitudes, The 
Ancient Maya, Central America, 
Mexico, city-state, astrology, 
astronomy, codex, excavate, 
cenote, pok-ol-pok, stele, 
propaganda 

 


